THE ADVENT CEREMONY
The Angel’s Candle - Week Two

December 6, 2009
(Prepare an Advent wreath consisting of a large center candle surrounded by 4 slender candles.  The candles can be any color.  Candle sets used in some church traditions can be purchased containing 3 violet candles and 1 pink candle and a larger white candle for the middle.  Have your key verse printed in your bulletin or on a screen.) 

Light the Prophecy Candle first, then light the Angel’s Candle.  (Traditional sets – light 2 violet candles)
During the lighting someone says:

“This week we are lighting two candles as we do our Advent ceremony.  The first candle was the prophecy candle, which we studies last week.  This week’s candle is the Angel’s candle.”  

Repeat the key verse together - Ask the congregation to join in.

John 8:12  Jesus said to the people, "I am the light of the world.  If you follow me, you won't be stumbling through the darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life."

--- 

Prayer -  A simple prayer of praise to God for the privilege we have to focus on Him and the wonderful story of the birth of Jesus.  Thank God that Jesus came to bring light to this dark world.

---
In Bible times God used his angels to bring special messages to people on earth.  A little more than a year before Jesus was born, God’s special messenger, the angel Gabriel, delivered several amazing messages to people whom God knew He could trust with some very big assignments.  

The first message came to a Jewish priest, Zechariah.  In Luke chapter 1 it says that Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were righteous in God's eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord's commandments and regulations. They had no children and they were both very old.  

Listen to what happens one day when Zechariah was serving God in the Temple: 

11 Zechariah was in the sanctuary when an angel of the Lord appeared, standing to the right of the incense altar.  12 Zechariah was overwhelmed with fear.  13 But the angel said, "Don't be afraid, Zechariah! For God has heard your prayer, and your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son! 

And you are to name him John.

14 
You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice with you at his birth,

15 
for he will be great in the eyes of the Lord. 

He will precede the coming of the Lord, preparing the people for his arrival. 

18 Zechariah said to the angel, "How can I know this will happen? I'm an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years."  19 Then the angel said, "I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring you this good news!  

Wow, can you imagine how Zechariah must have felt?  The angel Gabriel, who stands in the very presence of God, sent a message to him?

A little more than 6 months later, God sent Gabriel again, this time not to an important person like a priest, but to a lowly servant girl named Mary.  Later, he came to Mary’s fiancé Joseph, and then we all know how the angels filled the skies with singing on the night of Jesus’ birth.

Let's continue to keep the real meaning of Christmas, the birth of our Savior, at the center of our lives during this busy season.  

