
 29 

 

Week Three 
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The Good News Candle - Week Three 

 
(If you are using violet and pink candles, light the pink candle, which symbolizes joy, this 

week.  Each day light 3 candles, pray, and say the key verse together.) 

 

 

Sunday, December 13 

 

 We all know how exciting it is when a new baby is born.  It is ñgood news.ò  This 

week we will read the good news of the births of both John and Jesus.  The arrivals of both 

John and Jesus were foretold by the angel Gabriel.  Both John and Jesus were born because 

of a miracle of God.  But John and Jesus lived very different lives here on earth.  God had 

a plan for each of them that was connected but different.  John was born about 6 months 

before Jesus, so we will study his birth first. 

 

 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

 
Luke 1:57-66  
 
57 Now it was time for Elizabeth's baby to be born, and it was a boy. 

58 The word spread quickly to her neighbors and relatives that the Lord had been very 

kind to her, and everyone rejoiced with her. 

59 When the baby was eight days old, all the relatives and friends came for the 

circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father. 

60 But Elizabeth said, "No! His name is John!" 

61 "What?" they exclaimed. "There is no one in all your family by that name." 

62 So they asked the baby's father, communicating to him by making gestures. 

63 He motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone's surprise he wrote, "His name is 

John!" 

64 Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he began praising God. 

65 Wonder fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened 

spread throughout the Judean hills. 

66 Everyone who heard about it reflected on these events and asked, "I wonder what 

this child will turn out to be? For the hand of the Lord is surely upon him in a special 

way." 

 

   

1.  Circle in brown the words ôbaby,õ ôboy,õ ôJohn,õ and ôchildõ and pronouns ôhimõ 

and ôhis.õ 

2.  Make a purple triangle over the words ôLordõ and ôGod.õ  
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Who did the neighbors and relatives credit for the miracle of the birth of this baby? (v.58)  

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did the relatives and friends want to name him Zechariah? ___________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Elizabeth and Zechariah say his name would be John?  You have to go back to 

page 18 and read Luke 1:13 to find the answer to this question.  _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did the whole neighborhood think about all of this? (vs. 65-66)  _________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Talk Together:  What would you think if something like this happened in your 

neighborhood? 

 

Talk Together:  In Luke 1:6 we read that Elizabeth and Zechariah were careful to obey all 

the Lordôs commandments and regulations.  They named their son John, even though it 

was against all the customs of their culture and all the relatives and friends were against it.  

Is it hard to do what God says when everyone is telling you to do something else? 
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Monday and Tuesday, December 14 and 15 

 

 Johnôs father Zechariah was a priest in the temple of God.  He was a man of God 

who spent much time studying the Old Testament Scriptures.  We read in Luke 1:6 that he 

and his wife were righteous in the eyes of God and careful to obey all of the Lordôs 

commandments and regulations.  This meant that they had also studied the prophecies of 

the Old Testament that told about what their new baby John would do.  They had also 

studied what Jesus, our Savior, would do.  Here Zechariah quotes Godôs promises in the 

Old Testament to tell what was about to happen with these two babies.   

 

Zechariah's Prophecy 

 
Luke 1:67-80  
 
67 Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy: 

68  "Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 

            because he has visited his people and redeemed them. 

69  He has sent us a mighty Savior 

            from the royal line of his servant David, 

70  just as he promised 

            through his holy prophets long ago. 

71  Now we will be saved from our enemies 

            and from all who hate us. 

72  He has been merciful to our ancestors 

            by remembering his sacred covenant with them, 

73       the covenant he gave to our ancestor Abraham. 

74  We have been rescued from our enemies, 

            so we can serve God without fear, 

75       in holiness and righteousness forever. 

76  "And you, my little son, 

            will be called the prophet of the Most High, 

            because you will prepare the way for the Lord. 

77  You will tell his people how to find salvation 

            through forgiveness of their sins. 

78  Because of God's tender mercy, 

            the light from heaven is about to break upon us, 

79  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

            and to guide us to the path of peace." 

80  John grew up and became strong in spirit. Then he lived out in the wilderness until 

he began his public ministry to Israel. 
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You have two days to do this assignment.  Read the story one time for 

each color you mark.  This means you will read the story 8 times.  You may 

want to do 5 colors on the first day and 3 col ors and the questions on the 

second day.  

This may seem like a lot to do, but these verses as so beautiful that I 

hope you will want to read them even more times.   

 

1.  Make a blue bird above the word s ôSpiritõ (v.67) and ôspiritõ (v.80). 

2.  Make a purple triangle over the words ôLordõ and ôGodõ and ôMost Highõ and 

the pronouns ôheõ and ôhis.õ   

3.  Circle the word s ôSaviorõ and 'salvation' in red.  

4.  Make a yellow crown around the word ôroyalõ and color it in with yellow.  

5.  Circle the word ôDavidõ in green. 

6.  Circle in brown the words ôson,õ ôprophet,õ and ôJohnõ and the pronouns ôyou,õ 

ôhe,õ and ôhis.õ 

7.  Put a blue rectangle over the words ômercyõ and ômercifulõ and color the 

rectangle in with green.  

8.  Circle the word ôlight õ with a yellow penci l and color in the circle with 

orange. 

9.  Circle the word s ôdarknessõ and ôdeathõ with a black pencil . 

 
What has God sent us?  (v.69) ________________________________________________ 

From whose royal line has he come?  (v.69)  ____________________________________ 

Who had God used to tell the people long before of the promises of the Savior who was 

coming? (v.70)  ___________________________________________________________ 

What will Zechariahôs little son be called? (v.76)  ________________________________ 

Why would he be called that?  (v.76)  __________________________________________ 

What will the little son tell Godôs people?  (v.77)  ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

What is about to break upon us?  (v.78)  ________________________________________ 

Who will get the light?  (v.79)  _______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Talk Together:  God had a very special job assignment for John.  Do you think God has a 

special job assignment for each person born on this earth?  If He does, what does that say 

about the importance of each person God creates? 

 

Talk Together:  The promises of God all happen just exactly the way God told people 

from the very beginning in the Garden of Eden, where the first promise of the Savior is 

given. (Genesis 3:15)  Godôs word is absolutely true.  Do you believe everything in the 

Bible? 
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Baby John 
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John, when he grew up, preaching about Jesus. 
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Wednesday and Thursday, December 16 and 17 

 

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah as Recorded by Matthew 

 

 The New Testament in the Bible begins with four books called The Gospels.  The 

word ógospelô means ógood news.ô  These four gospels tell the story of Jesus by four 

different authors for four different purposes.  The book written by Matthew is the first of 

the gospels, and it was written so the Jewish people would be able to understand clearly 

who Jesus was.  Here is the way Matthew describes the birth of Jesus.   

 
Matthew 1:18-25   
 
18 Now this is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be 

married to Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant by the Holy 

Spirit. 

19 Joseph, her fiancé, being a just man, decided to break the engagement quietly, so as 

not to disgrace her publicly. 

20 As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream. "Joseph, son of David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to go ahead with your 

marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins." 

22 All of this happened to fulfill the Lord's message through his prophet: 

23 "Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 

            She will give birth to a son, 

       and he will be called Immanuel 

            (meaning, God is with us)." 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord commanded. He brought 

Mary home to be his wife, 

25 but she remained a virgin until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 

 

You have two days to do this assignment.  Read the story one time for 

each color you mark.  This means you will read the story 6 times.  You may 

want to do 4 col ors on the first day and 2 colors and the questions on the 

second day.  

 

1.  Put a red cross over the words ôJesus,õ ôMessiah,õ ôchild,õ ôson,õ and 

ôImmanuelõ and the pronouns ôhis,õ 'he,' and ôhim.õ  

2.  Put a pink heart shape around the words ôMaryõ and ômotherõ and the 

pronouns ôsheõ and ôher.õ 

3.  Make a blue bird above the word ôSpirit.õ 

4.  Make orange angel wings around the word ôangel.õ 

5.  Make a purple triangle over the words ôLord,õ 'Lord's' and ôGod,õ and the 

pronoun 'his' where it refers to Lor d's.   

6.  Circle the word ôDavidõ in green. 
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Jesus is given two other names in this passage, Messiah and Immanuel.  Do you remember 

what the word óMessiahô means?   If you forgot, you can find the answer on page 10. 

Messiah means _____________________________ 

What does the word óImmanuelô mean?  (v.23)  __________________________________ 

What will Jesus do?  (v.21)  __________________________________________________ 

What kind of a man was Joseph?  (vs.19 & 24) __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Joseph do when he woke up?  (v.24)  __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Who named Jesus?  ____________________________________ 

 

Talk Together:  We talked about Mary a few days ago, and today the story focuses more 

on Joseph, because in the Jewish family the father was the most important person.  What 

was special about Maryôs husband Joseph?  What can we learn from the way Joseph 

responded to the Lordôs command?  What kind of people does God choose to do special 

things for Him? 
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The Angel and Joseph 
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Joseph and Mary Traveling to Bethlehem 
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Friday and Saturday, December 18 and 19 

 

 Now we are going read the account of the birth of Jesus as written by Luke.  Luke 

was a doctor and an historian.  He wrote the third gospel called óLukeô and also the book of 

Acts.  He was very careful about putting all the information in chronological order, which 

means that he wanted the events to be recorded in the order that they happened.  He also 

gave us information to help us know exactly when in history things happened. 

 You will notice that he starts this account by telling us the name of the Roman 

Emperor and what decree, or law, this Emperor enacted.  When an Emperor made a decree, 

everyone had to obey, even if it was not convenient.  The decree to take a census meant 

that the Emperor decided to count every person in his empire to see how many people there 

were.  

  

 

The Birth of Jesus as Recorded by Luke 

 
Luke 2:1-7 

 

1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken 

throughout the Roman Empire. 

2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  

3 All returned to their own towns to register for this census. 

4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in 

Judea, David's ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 

5 He took with him Mary, his fiancé, who was obviously pregnant by this time. 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 

7 She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the village inn. 

 

 

1.  Make a yellow crown around the word ôKingõ and color it in with yellow.  

2.  Circle the word ôDavidõ in green. 

3.  Circle in blue  the word s ôBethlehem,õ ôhome,õ and the words ôthereõ when 

they refer to Bethlehem, and also the word ôvillageõ in verse 7. 

4.  Put a pink heart shape around the words ôMaryõ and the pronouns ôwho,õ 

ôshe,õ and ôher.õ 

5.  Put a red cross over the words ôbaby,õ  ôchild,õ and ôson,õ and the pronoun 

ôhim.õ 
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Why did Joseph and Mary have to go to Bethlehem?  ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Was this a good time for them to be traveling?  _____________ 

Why not?  ______________________________________________________________ 

A manger is a feeding box for animals.  If the baby was put in a feeding box for animals, 

where do you think they were staying?  _______________________________________ 

Why were they staying in such an unusual place?  _______________________________ 

 

Talk Together:  Why do you think God chose a barn instead of a palace for his son to be 

born? 

 

Talk Together:  There was no room in the village inn because so many people had come 

to Bethlehem to register for the census.  Sometimes our homes are so full of people and 

activities that we donôt have room for Jesus.  What specific things can you do to make 

more room for Jesus in your home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


